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Space is still available on Cloud Forest, Amazon Rainforest 

and Andean Highlands , January 12 – 26, 2008, Offered by Tierra Vista Tours & Consulting and Tropic Journeys in Nature.  

Join Abi Rome, your tour leader, to visit three distinct regions of one of the most biologically and culturally diverse countries in the world.  Ecuador is only the size of Colorado, but with elevations ranging from sea level to over 19,000 ft., it provides a variety of habitats for plants, animals and peoples.  For instance, it has twice as many species of birds as all of North America.  25% of the population is indigenous, with 12 major language groups.  Putting numbers aside, you’ll find stunning vistas of snow-capped volcanoes, waterfalls, crater lakes, verdant Amazonian forests, colonial and indigenous architecture, and warm, generous people.  

Trip cost starts at $2595 including lodging (in a double occupancy room), most meals, ground transport, round trip airfare into the Amazon, guides, a donation towards sustainable development in Ecuador, and pre-departure information.  Not included are international airfare ($600-900), airport taxes, a few meals and entrance fees, alcoholic and extra beverages, and tips.  See Ecotour to Equador or contact Green Concierge Travel, 1877.200.2844.

Green Concierge Travel in the News

9.07 The International Ecotourism Conference – Urban Food Sampler Tour a success!  Green Concierge Travel participated in The International Ecotourism Society – North American Ecotourism Conference September 26th – 29th, Madison WI.  As a part of the conference, Green Concierge Travel partnered with R.E.A.P. - Research, Education, Action and Policy on Food Group and specifically Rachel Armstrong to put together an “Urban Food Sampler Tour”.  Participants tasted foods and learned about the strong food connections between farm, market and restaurant!  Mary Bergin, “Roads traveled” columnist for the Capital Times covered the conference and the tour in the article – “Roads traveled: State's now a green giant in ecotourism” in the 10/6/07 Week end edition.  See Roads Traveled: green giant
9.07 Wisconsin's sights are set on Earth-friendly tourism. Green Concierge Travel was mentioned in an article in USA Today (9.13.07) by Laura Bly.  Laura talks about the emerging green travel/ecotravel industry in Wisconsin and some of the great features found in Wisconsin – the Aldo Leopold Legacy Center, the Dane Co. Farmer’s market and Fountain Prairie Inn and Farms.  The Travel Green Wisconsin program lists some 100 businesses riding the wave of ecotourism.  For the full article, See Wisconsin's sights are set on Earth-friendly tourism.

9.07 In Business: Madison The September 2007 issue of the magazine included an article “Green Travelers? that featured Liz Wessel and Green Concierge Travel.  The article looks at ecotourism as a natural fit for Wisconsin.

Green Honeymoons

Romantic trips that also express your values!  Just like Green Weddings, Green Honeymoons can be the perfect way for a couple to start or highlight a life together and express your values.  At Green Concierge Travel, we can help you customize each component of your honeymoon from transportation to your accommodation.  Our concierge service helps you discover your destination through how you get around, finding places and restaurants to visit and cultural gems to experience.  

With the help of Marie Chapman, student at the Hotel/Restaurant/Tourism Management Program of University of Wisconsin - Stout, Green Concierge Travel presents Hawaii – A Tropical Experience [link].  We also offer you an Introduction to Green Honeymoons, [Make this a link to GCT web site page] a short piece to get you started on planning your special trip.  Let Green Concierge Travel help you with your green honeymoon! 

Postcards

In this section of the newsletter, we want to feature the little gems that you find in your travels.  These picnic spots, museums, galleries, hikes and restaurants enrich your travel and provide unique glimpses into the places that you travel.  Do you know a hidden gem?  Write info@greenconciergetravel.com and let us know so we can share it with your fellow ecotravelers.

The Ancients in the United States - Cahokia National Monument, IL.

The Mississippian culture is an ancient culture that thrived along the great waterways of the Midwest – the Mississippi and Ohio and other rivers from 900 Before the Common Era to about 1300 Common Era.  These people spread across the country using the riverways and leaving behind mound cultural sites for today’s travelers to explore.  Along the upper Mississippi and the Wisconsin Rivers one can find beautiful and startling animal shaped effigy mounds (See Effigy Mounds National Monument - Iowa) along the bluffs.  

But further down the Mississippi River, you can see the remains of the largest city of its time – Cahokia (Cahokia Mounds - IL).  This state historic site is stunning.  In addition to the variety of mounds, the site includes a replica of an ancient stockade and an ancient calendar made from cedar trunks reminiscent of more famous stone calendars.  The interpretive center is well laid out and the introductory film should not be missed.  Green Concierge Travel can help you plan a memorable trip exploring the ancient cultures of North America!

Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site, administered by the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, is located just eight miles from downtown St. Louis at:  30 Ramey Street, Collinsville, IL 62234.  Hours of Operation

· Interpretive Center: 9am to 5 pm

· Grounds: 8am to dusk

While entrance is free of charge, Green Concierge Travel encourages travelers to contribute at least the suggested donation of $2 per adult and $1 per child.

Explore the Mississippi River in 2 Hours??!! The River Walk - Memphis, TN 

If you visit Memphis, don’t miss the incredible model of the Mississippi River on Mud Island River Park.  The River Walk “is a 5-block long replica of the lower Mississippi river, from Cairo, IL, to New Orleans, LA. Each 30" stride is equivalent to one mile on the actual river. Along your journey, you'll revisit historical events and learn about geographical transformations.” (From the River Walk web link, 11.12.07).  Its physical layout invites you to stroll, jump and explore the reaches of the Mississippi observing its meanders, elevation changes, tributaries and communities.  The terraced (topographic) layering of the exhibit invites both young and old to have an interactive experience.

Mud Island can be accessed by walking or a monorail.  There is also a museum, canoe, kayak bike and pedal boat rental on the island.  Make sure you leave time to get back at closing!  Hours:

· April 14 – May 26  10:00 a.m – 5:00 p.m

· May 27 – September 4  10:00 a.m - 6:00 p.m

· September 5 – October 31  10:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m

Last Admission is one (1) hour prior to closing.  Closed Mondays throughout the season.  Admission to the River Walk itself is free.

Let Green Concierge Travel help you find other great places to visit like the Mississippi model at Memphis’ Mud Island River Park.  

Announcements:

NEW!!!  Green Concierge Travel Presents…

Request a presentation on ecotravel at your next meeting or event.  The presentation can be custom designed covering the essential elements of ecotravel.  Time required: Approximately 45 minutes.  Contact Green Concierge Travel at info@greenconciergetravel.com or 1877.200.2844.

Natural Living Expo

Indiana State Fairgrounds

Indianapolis, IN

January 11th – 13th, 2008

http://www.naturallivingexpo.net/
Adventures In Travel Expo

New York, NY

January 12th & 13th

Chicago, IL

January 26th & 27th, 2008

http://www.adventureexpo.com/
2008 Green Festivals

Seattle WA – April 12th & 13th, 2008

Chicago – May 17th  & 18th, 2008

www.greenfestivals.org
Next Issue

Summer adventures in North America…. If you have an ecotravel destination or question you would like covered or if you have an ecotravel tip would like to pass on, please email Green Concierge Travel info@greenconciergetravel.com.  These news blasts will be sent out quarterly but we can post some things on the web!   www.greenconciergetravel.com 

If you want to be added/removed from the Green Concierge Travel Journal email list, please send an email to info@greenconciergetravel.com and put “Add to Travel Journal” or “Remove from Travel Journal” in the header.

Thank you to all Green Concierge Travel’s clients!

don’t leave your values at home!

Green Concierge Travel, 546 Woodside Terrace, Madison, WI  53711

608-204-2717, 608-204-3818 fax, www.greenconciergetravel.com
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