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From Mexico through out the United States and into Canada, First Nations and Indigenous peoples offer original and exceptional interpretive experiences linking their past and historic stories with the present.   This newsletter serves as an introduction to some of these experiences.  And because this is a rich and unique area of travel and in order to make these travel experiences easier to identify, Green Concierge Travel will use the symbol shown here to identify travel opportunities offered by indigenous communities.  Learn, experience and enjoy!

The term indigenous is being used by peoples around the world.  The definition - having originated in and living, or occurring naturally in a particular region or environment - linked with tourism suggests a travel experience linking the historic residents with today’s people. 

An authentic indigenous travel experience should be generated by and with the "ownership" of the indigenous population.  This compliments several of the core concepts of ecotourism –

· Creating a positive travel experience that builds environmental and cultural awareness and respect of local people while 
· Empowering and contributing financially to the local community.

You can ask yourself: Is the museum built and operated by the local First Nation?  Are the guides real locals – not just outsiders who have moved to an area to service a particular tour company? Where does the money go?
Travelers seeking an indigenous ecotourism experience should also be aware of any visitors’ code of ethics.  These can be guidelines or recommendations for a visitor at a site.  In general, when planning a visit to an indigenous site, be mindful of requests regarding such things as access, photos, dress, etc.  Don’t assume its ok; be proactive and ask!

Resource web sites:

Aboriginal Ecotourism  By Sylvie Blangy, the website is produce from research for "Le Guide des Destinations Indigènes".

Native Tourism Program of the Western American Indian Chamber

Adventures and Tours
Please contact Green Concierge Travel if you would like to book any of these tours/itineraries.

In a group…  Explore Copper Canyon  
Western Canyon Explorer – Canyon Travel, Los Mochis to Chihuahua, MX
Shangri La??  For some maybe.  This biologically diverse and unique region of northern Mexico provides one of the most unique cultural and environmental journeys in North America.  Copper Canyon has been compared to a variety of dramatic places including the Grand Canyon.   The Chihuahua al Pacifico Railroad traverses Urique canyon providing visitors with access the legendary vistas and the Tarahumara culture.  For at least 2000 years, the Tarahumara have lived in the region.  In an 8 day/7 night adventure, you can explore this area…To read more, see Great Places, In a Group on the Green Concierge Travel web site.
On your own…  A Northern Rail Adventure to an Ecolodge, Cree Village EcoLodge, Moose Island Factory, Ontario, Canada 
From Toronto, you take the Ontario Northland Northlander and Polar Bear Express to the southern end of James Bay with an overnight along the way.  Experience the culture and adventure of a visit to northern Canada and the aboriginal culture that existed here before white explorers and settlers.   At the end of the rail line in Moosonee, you transfer by water taxi to Moose Factory Island and the Cree Village for 3 nights…  To read the full itinerary, go to Great Places, On your Own on the Green Concierge Travel web site.
Autumn Colors

Feature Tour - Country Walkers Fall Foliage, Vermont
Price: $2198 per person for 6 days and 5 nights, all inclusive except for travel to and from Burlington, VT.
Let yourself relax and slow down with this wonderful tour.  Walking through the beautiful countryside of Vermont, you will soak in the colors and atmosphere of fall.  The group will cover between 3 to 8 miles per day walking in easy to moderate terrain.  Historic inns and farms will provide the foundation for this ramble.  

You will walk through an area where Robert Frost found inspiration for his poems.  Each day will further reveal the essence of New England – the history, the mountains, the farms, the small villages and of course the beautiful woods.  You visit Little River State Park, once a settlement for 50 pioneer families in the 1700s, and a third generation organic dairy farm.  Savor the views of the nearby mountains from the trails and from the top of Mt Mansfield.  Each evening, you will find yourself in a historic inn providing comfortable lodgings, delicious food and a relaxing atmosphere.  Autumn color at its best.

Feature Tour: Dream Catcher Express – Fall Colour Train, Ontario
Travel by Train into the Magic of Fall.  Ontario Northland offers the Dream Catcher Express, a fall colour train which travels 100 km northward from North Bay to Temagami and returns on the same day.  This captivating train excursion allows you to enjoy brilliant fall colours through large viewing windows in the comfort of your passenger car.

The Dream Catcher Express also features a dome car, professional entertainers and a licensed snack coach.  Two excursions at Temagami can be booked – a cruise on Lake Temagami and a local aboriginal cultural experience.  Both include lunch. Dream Catcher Express 2008 Schedule: limited schedule of just six days, September 26, 27, 28 and October 3, 4, 5, 2008.

Depart North Bay….9:30am        Arrive Temagami....11:30am 

Depart Temagami…3:45pm       Arrive North Bay…5:45pm

Train-Only:  North Bay to Temagami, Return

$75.00 per adult

North Bay can be reached by plane, rail, bus or car.  It is about 4 hours drive north from Toronto.
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In this section of the newsletter, we want to feature the little gems that you find in your travels.  These picnic spots, museums, galleries, hikes and restaurants enrich your travel and provide unique glimpses into the places that you travel.  Do you know a hidden gem?  Write info@greenconciergetravel.com and let us know so we can share it with your fellow ecotravelers.

Lodges, Museums and Interpretive Centers
Metepenagiag Heritage Park, New Brunswick Canada

http://www.metepenagiagpark.com/
The park will be open from May 15- October 15 from 9-6.  Entrance fees will be $8 CD for adults and $6 CD per child.

Metepenagiag Outdoor Adventure Lodge, New Brunswick, Canada
www.metepenagiaglodge.com
Outdoor Adventure Lodge with ten well appointed rooms.

Red Bank, New Brunswick E9E 2P3   Canada

Toll free: 1-800-570-1344

Metepenagiag Outdoor Adventure Lodge features comfortable accommodations and first class hospitality in a unique wilderness setting. The lodge combined with the Heritage Center offer you a Mi'kmaq cultural experience. 

Metepenagiag First Nation has its roots in an aboriginal Mi'kmaq community.  The Metepenagiag use their past knowledge and history with wildlife, salmon fishing and canoeing.  Explore the aboriginal Mi’kmaq culture that has existed for over 3000 years.

· view the archaeological finds

· interpretive displays

· interpretive trails

· Augustine mound national historic site

Canyon de Chelly National Monument, Chinle, AZ
http://www.nps.gov/cach
“Reflecting one of the longest continuously inhabited landscapes of North America, the cultural resources of Canyon de Chelly include distinctive architecture, artifacts, and rock imagery while exhibiting remarkable preservation integrity that provides outstanding opportunities for study and contemplation. Canyon de Chelly also sustains a living community of Navajo people, who are connected to a landscape of great historical and spiritual significance. Canyon de Chelly is unique among National Park service units, as it is comprised entirely of Navajo Tribal Trust Land that remains home to the canyon community. NPS works in partnership with the Navajo Nation to manage park resources and sustain the living Navajo community.” (From the NPS web site)

The Visitor Center is open daily all year from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., except for Christmas Day. The North and South Rim Drives and the White House Trail remain open all year.  Fees apply for hiking and driving in the Canyon.  NOTE: From March through November, the Navajo Nation observes Mountain Daylight Savings Time. The rest of Arizona observes Mountain Standard Time all year.  Navajo Guides can be engaged to explore this area.  Both Gallup, NM and Flagstaff, AZ have Amtrak train stations and Greyhound bus stations.
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, Lac du Flambeau, WI
· George W. Brown, Jr. Museum

· Waswagoning Village

George W Brown Jr. Museum and Cultural Center, 

Downtown Lac Du Flambeau, (North of Minoqua), Phone: 715-588-3333

Wisconsin has a rich and diverse aboriginal history and the modern nations have provided insight into some of this history and culture.  Experience Ojibwe culture at the George W. Brown, Jr. Museum.  The museum exhibits the old ways with the current in a rich presentation of Ojibwe life and history drawing on hundreds of years of continued Ojibwe presence.  Rare artifacts are combined with modern multi-media displays.  Videos show modern versions of tribal traditions – the harvesting of wild rice, fish and game. 

During the summer months, a more hands-on experience is offered at the Waswagoning Village located on the reservation. The exhibit is staffed with live demonstrations and exhibits.
Hours of Operation: Mon – Fri, 10 am. - 4 p.m.  Sat: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Admission:  Adults - $3.00, Seniors - $2.00, Children - $2.00

The Alaska Native Heritage Center, Anchorage, AK
8800 Heritage Center Drive

Anchorage, Alaska 99506

(907) 330-8000

http://www.alaskanative.net/
The Alaska Native Heritage Center is a must see if you are stopping in Anchorage.  It is just north of Anchorage (just off the Glenn Highway, Highway 1, exit Muldoon Road north) not more than 10 minutes from downtown.  The Center presents an introduction to Alaskan indigenous peoples and their culture through permanent and living demonstrations in the indoor/outdoor exhibits.  You can access the Center by car, bus or shuttle that runs from downtown in the summer months.  Staffed and run by native people.
Hours:  Summer: Mother's Day through Sept. 19, 2006.  Open Daily, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  General Admission:  Adults - $23.50, Seniors/Military - $21.15, Children - $15.95 (Ages 7-16), Free for children six and younger, Family - $68.50 (2 adults, 2 children); each additional adult family member - $15.95; each additional child is $13.95

National Museum of the American Indian, Washington, D.C.
on the National Mall

Fourth Street & Independence Ave., S.W.

Washington, DC 20560

Phone: 202-633-1000

http://www.nmai.si.edu/
and 

The George Gustav Heye Center

Alexander Hamilton 

U.S. Custom House

One Bowling Green

New York, NY 10004

“The National Museum of the American Indian is the sixteenth museum of the Smithsonian Institution. It is the first national museum dedicated to the preservation, study, and exhibition of the life, languages, literature, history, and arts of Native Americans. Established by an act of Congress in 1989, the museum works in collaboration with the Native peoples of the Western Hemisphere to protect and foster their cultures by reaffirming traditions and beliefs, encouraging contemporary artistic expression, and empowering the Indian voice.” (From the National Museum of the American Indian website, April 2008, http://www.nmai.si.edu/)
The museum encompasses three different locations.  Two locations in New York, New York and Washington DC welcome visitors.  NMAI’s museum on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. opened on September 21, 2004.  The museum has permanent collections and changing multimedia exhibits that provide insight to the past and present of Native cultures across the hemisphere.

Hours: 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily; closed Dec. 25. (Exhibition spaces, café, and stores begin closing at 5:15 p.m.)

Announcements:

New!! Bus service to American Players Theatre Summer 2008 

Reduce your carbon footprint, relax and leave the driving to someone else!  This summer, American Players Theatre has made arrrangments to offer bus service from Madison to the Spring Green theatre on 5 nights – June 27th, July 25th, August 8th, 29th, and September 26th. Bring your friends and leave your car behind.

You can register to take the bus by calling American Players Theatre 1608.588.2361.  There will be two pick up points every evening.  The bus will depart the UW Credit Union parking lot at 5:30 PM and will depart the Greenway Station in Middleton at 6:00 PM.  The cost?  $10 per person.

Events, Green Living Festivals….

2008 Green Festivals

Chicago – May 17th & 18th, 2008

www.greenfestivals.org
Isthmus Green Day

Madison, WI – April 26th, 2008

www.thedailypage.com/green
Going Green Wisconsin Expo

Madison, WI - May 2-4th, 2008

www.goinggreenwisconsin.com
Green Street Fair

Plymouth, MI – May 3rd & 4th, 2008

http://www.greenstreetfair.com/
Highland Park Earth Festival ‘08

Ravinia, IL – May 3rd, 2008

at www.hpearthfestival.org
Cowichan 2008 North American Indigenous Games

Cowichan Valley, British Columbia, Canada, August 3 – 10

http://www.cowichan2008.com/
The International Ecotourism Society

North American Conference

Vancouver, Canada - October 27-29th
http://www.ecotourismconference.org/
Next Issue:  Green Concierge Travel will look at greening business travel.  One of the basic premises for the Green Concierge Travel is that all types of trips can be greened.  Learn about some of the great places to stay and creative travel options for business travelers who don’t like to leave their values at home!
If you have an ecotravel destination or question you would like covered or if you have an ecotravel tip would like to pass on, please email Green Concierge Travel info@greenconciergetravel.com.  These news blasts will be sent out quarterly but we can post some things on the web!   www.greenconciergetravel.com 

If you want to be added/removed from the Green Concierge Travel Journal email list, please send an email to info@greenconciergetravel.com and put “Add to Travel Journal” or “Remove from Travel Journal” in the header.
Thank you to all Green Concierge Travel’s clients!

DON’T LEAVE YOUR VALUES AT HOME!
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