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Green Honeymoons - Your heart’s desire
in your own backyard
The heartland offers honeymooners a rich variety of travel experiences

Sitting on the deck of the boat, you sip a morning cup of coffee as the sun burns away the mist.  The riverbank flows endlessly by as you enjoy the foot-tapping sounds of a Dixieland band.  This is where history, both painful and stirring, and romance come together – the Mississippi River.  You are heading north experiencing the river’s diversity on the American Queen, a modern version of the historic ships that have cruised America’s heartland.
1/22/08: Madison, WI: “If I ever go looking for my heart's desire again, I won't look any further than my own backyard”.  “This well known statement made by Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz captures the essence and starting point for a green honeymoon” said Liz Wessel, owner of Green Concierge Travel.  “We often think the “rainbow” is somewhere else when in fact North America and for that matter the heartland offers honeymooners a rich variety of travel experiences” stated Liz Wessel, owner of Green Concierge Travel LLC, a travel agency specializing in green and ecotravel located in Madison.

In the heartland, your honeymoon can combine beautiful inns, historic settings and rich culture with travel by rail and boat to create a unique, romantic trip. “I want couples to think creatively. Let your honeymoon express who you are and what you care about.  With each detail that you consider and the choices that you make, you can combine your values with romance and adventure” explained Ms. Wessel.
Chicago is the heart of the national passenger rail system.  “From here you can explore the country on trains.  Many have historic and romantic histories.  Departing from Chicago in the evening, The City of New Orleans runs overnight providing a romantic getaway “car” for honeymooners in the Midwest” continued Ms. Wessel.  “Green can be the color or romance” stated Wessel.  
- more -

Ecotravelers or green honeymooners tend to:

· Support local businesses particularly those that hire and employ local residents and, or source local food and supplies;

· Appreciate the local environment, culture and history and minimize the carbon footprint of their travels; and 

· Give back to the local community through travel philanthropy, voluntourism or the choice of activities at your destination like visiting museums, visiting farmer’s markets and donating to on the ground organizations.
Travelers come away with memories filled with romantic moments and adventure as well as the satisfaction of knowing that they gave back and they helped leave the destination for next person.
From the urban centers with their art and food to the western ranches and their range of activities and stunning vistas to North America’s great scenic rivers or the food and wine meccas now throughout the continent, North America offers a great variety of destinations and styles of travel.  “And if you succumb and ride the rails to New Orleans and sail on a steamboat into the core of the continent, you might find that you have left a little piece of your heart in the heartland” concluded Liz.





Green Concierge Travel has several resources available on the Green Concierge Travel website, www.greenconciergetravel.com, on green honeymoons and ecotravel. 

· An Introduction to Green Honeymoons

And two sample itineraries:

· Heart in the Heartland
· Hawaiian Honeymoon – a tropical experience
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Don’t Leave Your Values at Home!

Green Concierge Travel, 546 Woodside Terrace, Madison, WI 53711, 608.204.2717, 608.204.3818 Fax, 1.877.200.2844 toll free, info@greenconciergetravel.com, www.greenconciergetravel.com
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