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Thank you to everyone who visited the Green Concierge Travel booth at the Green Festival in Chicago April 21st and 22nd.   Coop America reports that Chicago’s first Green Festival drew more than 30,000 people!  Over 92% of Green Festival’s waste was recovered.  Look what’s possible when we put our minds too it.  I enjoyed talking to you and finding out more about you favorite travel destinations and ideas about ecotravel.  I hope that this newsletter can continue the discussion and keep the ideas flowing.
Raffle winners! Thank you to everyone who signed up for the drawing for a night’s stay at Inn Serendipity or the Arbor House - An Environmental Inn at the Green Festival.  Three winners were picked and the winners are:  Ms. L. Roberts, Chicago, IL, Ms. M. Gebraski, Naperville, IL, and Mr. J. Modrich, Franklin Park, IL.  Congratulations!!  When you plan a future trip, don’t forget the wonderful Bed and Breakfasts and small Inns that can be found across North America.  Or better yet, contact Green Concierge Travel and we can help find the right inn or B&B for your trip!  See the current feature Urban Ecotravel in Toronto (below).
Feature - Urban Ecotravel: 3 nights in Toronto

This three night itinerary takes you to Toronto, Canada, a city that actively promotes ecotourism and wants more visitors like you!  But before you go, make sure you have your passport as you will need it to cross the border.
Staying at a central Bed and Breakfast and using public transportation, you can explore the Toronto Islands, the Royal Ontario Museum and Tommy Thompson Park.  You can take a self-guided walking tour and dine at fine restaurants in a range of culinary styles.  For the full itinerary, visit Green Concierge Travel and read the details for a wonderful 3 night stay in Toronto!
Postcards

In this section of the newsletter, we want to feature the little gems that you find in your travels.  These picnic spots, museums, galleries, hikes and restaurants enrich your travel and provide unique glimpses into the places that you travel.  Do you know a hidden gem?  Write info@greenconciergetravel.com and let us know so we can share it with your fellow ecotravelers.

Desert Botanical garden, Phoenix AZ.  Several people I met at the Green Festival in Chicago already new about this first gem – the Desert Botanical Garden in Phoenix Arizona.  Located at 1201 N. Galvin Parkway, the garden is a short 10 minute drive from the Phoenix Airport. 
This beautiful ridge-top garden highlights the wonderful and often surprising diversity of desert plants in a beautifully laid out garden. The entrance fee of $10 is well spent as you wander the   What looks like a vast array of paths can actually be enjoyed in about an hour which makes the entrance fee of $10 and the trip to the garden a very worthwhile detour.  The paths are well graded and can be navigated with strollers and wheel chairs.  Tall saguaro cacti tower over you while small pin cushion size cacti keep your eye roving from the sky to the ground.  Water features and drinking fountains are placed strategically throughout the garden which contributes to the variety of birds that seem to enjoy the garden as much as the people!  Enjoy the sunset from this wonderful desert oasis.  For more information on the garden and current exhibits, you can visit the web site or call 1480.941.1225. Garden Seasonal Hours: October - April / 8 a.m.-8 p.m., May - September / 7 a.m.-8 p.m.
Wendell Gilley Museum, Southwest Harbor ME.  The second gem featured is the Wendell Gilley Museum in Southwest Harbor Maine.  I discovered this on a rainy day at the first North American International Ecotourism Conference held in Bar Harbor ME.  Accessible by car, bike or local transit form Bar Harbor, The Wendell Gilley museum is a bird lover’s, hunter’s or wood carver’s dream.
The museum hosts a beautiful collection of carved birds - the wood springing to life!  This is an active studio and current carvers show their skills and works.  The museum is located in Southwest Harbor, a 25- minute drive from Bar Harbor or Ellsworth. A short walk from Great Harbor Marina in Southwest Harbor.  Or you can take the Island Explorer bus route #7 to get to the Museum.  The museum is open from Open Tuesday - Sunday, 10 am - 4 pm June to October closing at 5 PM July and August.  For more information, call 207-244-7555 or email info@wendellgilleymuseum.org 
Green Concierge Travel in the News
In Business, Madison WI’s local business magazine, June 2007 issue covered Green Concierge Travel in their Start Ups feature (page 22).  The article highlights the core message from earth day – “everyday travel can be ecotravel”. 

Organic Spa Magazine interviewed Green Concierge Travel and the article should appear in their upcoming July-August Issue.  See Green Concierge Travel’s reply to the interview questions:  http://www.greenconciergetravel.com/news.php See Organic Spa interview.
Feature Tour:  

BACKROADS - Yucatán

BIKE, WALK AND SNORKEL IN MEXICO’S MAYAN KINGDOM

This sunny winter escape in the Yucatán blends beach time and leisurely activities with the magnificent legacy of the Maya civilization. In colonial Mérida, the European influence is evident in the architecture, and friendly locals spill onto the streets for festivals and other gatherings. Heading to lesser-known areas, you’ll visit enormous cave systems and meet members of the family that has guarded them for generations; bike on quiet roads in search of hidden swimming holes (known as cenotes) and dive into ancient history on a visit to the enigmatic Maya ruins at Chichén-Itzá. Throughout your Yucatán adventure, you’re embraced by the comforts of charming tropical hideaways and an exclusive seaside haven, where options for watersports and relaxation abound.

All Inclusive, all meals except 1 lunch.  From $3498 per person double occupancy.  Departure Dates: Jan 13th – 18th 2008 OR April 6th – 11th 2008

For more information, contact Green Concierge Travel info@greenconciergetravel.com or call 1877.200.2844.

Announcements:

2007 North American Conference on Ecotourism

Madison, WI - September 26th – 28th
http://www.ecotourismconference.org/
Coop America
2007 Green Business Conference

San Francisco - November 7-9

www.coopamerica.biz
2007 Green Festivals

Washington DC - Oct 6-7

San Francisco - November 9-11

www.greenfestivals.org
Next Issue
Green Honeymoon ideas and green ski areas…  If you have an ecotravel destination or question you would like covered or if you have an ecotravel tip would like to pass on, please email Green Concierge Travel info@greenconciergetravel.com.  These news blasts will be sent out quarterly but we can post some things on the web!   www.greenconciergetravel.com 
Thank you to all Green Concierge Travel’s clients!

don’t leave your values at home!

Green Concierge Travel, 546 Woodside Terrace, Madison, WI  53711
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