Time to Consider Regional Rail System

May 9th is National Rail Day.  The day before, three generations of the Morrison family will arrive in Wisconsin on the Empire Builder.  My family takes the train because they love it.  Train travel is more than getting from Portland OR to Columbus WI. For our family, a train trip provides a time to get together, to catch up and to see the countryside.
But today, on this second celebration of National Train Day, we have reached a crossing.  Funding has been allocated through the President Obama’s stimulus package and Governor Doyle with the support of the WI legislature has secured $80 million in bonding waiting for matching funding.  Let’s get started on building an intercity rail system linking communities within Wisconsin and around the Midwest.

The proposed Midwest Regional Rail System will bring an estimated 57,000 long term jobs across the nine state region with an estimated 9,570 in Wisconsin.  The construction of the system should result in 15,500 temporary construction jobs over ten years.

A well placed station becomes a hub for regional transit choices and a magnet for community economic development.  The system will link cities, suburbs, and rural towns to one another and to airports and Amtrak’s national hub in Chicago.  An economic analysis of the proposed Midwest system indicated that benefits and efficiencies are maximized where many modes of travel come together at a single station location.  Diverse developments occur and property values rise.

On May 10th, I will leave with my brother and Uncle to continue the journey from the Milwaukee Airport Station on to the Grand Canyon and ultimately Los Angeles.  So I want my elected officials to take note – train travel is not a thing of the past.  We need a multimodal system, not a patchwork, where modes of travel – buses, air, rail, bikes and autos – don’t compete with one another but link together creating efficient and smooth transitions for business and leisure travelers.  And for some us, family get togethers.
Liz Wessel

Green Concierge Travel
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