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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

EVERYDAY TRAVEL CAN BE ECOTRAVEL

New Business launched to address the everyday needs of ecotravelers
DATELINE: Madison, WI.  “Just as every day is Earth Day, every day travel can be ecotravel” said Liz Wessel, owner of Green Concierge Travel LLC, a new travel agency located in Madison.
Up until very recently, ecotourism, the fastest growing sector of the Travel Industry, has been a term reserved for travel to areas rich in biodiversity and often in exotic locations such as Central and South America and Africa.  The basic principles of ecotravel and ecotourism are: 

· Respect for the environment

· Supporting the local economy with an eye towards sustainability
· Recognition and appreciation of different cultures

· Providing rich and satisfying travel experiences

  “Green Concierge Travel has been launched to address the needs of everyday business and leisure travelers who want to apply these same principles to all of their travel” continued Wessel.  “We make travel arrangements (such as booking flights, hotels and rental cars).  But before we do, we ask our clients if they want to use the train, mass transit at their destination, rent a hybrid car or share a ride.  We’ll do more than help them find a place to stay; we ask if they prefer a hotel in a green certification program, or a smaller, locally run inn or bed and breakfast.  And we provide our clients with quotes that keep within their budget and include their CO2 footprint for the trip” explained Wessel.

Green Concierge Travel’s “concierge” service highlights local and environmentally-friendly businesses and services at a destination.   “We help connect clients with businesses and services at their destination that meet their needs but also the principles of ecotourism” said Wessel.  “So whether it’s a green cleaner for their clothes, a fair trade coffee shop, or an afternoon bike ride, we want our clients to enjoy their stay and the area while supporting the local community” continued Wessel.
Green Concierge Travel encourages its clients to practice travel philanthropy.  “Travel philanthropy is another way of giving back to communities and natural areas that we love to visit” explained Wessel.  This means finding partners on the ground at a destination that do the everyday work to create a healthy community with a healthy economy and a thriving environment.  “For example” said Wessel “I prepared an itinerary for a ranch vacation in Montana.  I asked the ranch which local organizations they felt did good work to protect the local environment and sustain the fishery.  They provided the names of two organizations that warranted recognition” said Wessel.

“This is the way I like to travel and I did not have a name for it until a few years ago – ecotravel.  Whether you travel for business or leisure, you don’t have to leave your values at home!” concluded Wessel. 

Visit Green Concierge Travel’s web site www.greenconciergetravel.com to learn more about our services or call 1.877.200.2844 or 1.608.204.2717.   P.S. Come visit Green Concierge Travel at the Green Festival (www.greenfestivals.org) in Chicago this weekend – Booth 5028.  Have a great Earth Day weekend!

About Green Concierge Travel LLC:
· Incorporated in the fall of 2006.  

· Operates as a green business using green businesses and products and seeks out like minded businesses and services in destination communities.
· Green Concierge Travel is a member of The International Ecotourism Society that will be holding its second biannual North American conference in Madison in September 2007.  
· Awarded the Seal of Approval from Co-op America’s Business Network satisfying the screening process which included:  a review of solid waste, energy efficiency, water conservation etc. practices, community commitment, support of other local and green businesses, and a review of Green Concierge Travel’s process for developing a trip and making recommendations.  
· Applying for recognition from the Travel Green Wisconsin program.
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Green Concierge Travel, 546 Woodside Terrace, Madison, WI 53711, 608.204.2717, 608.204.3818 Fax, 1.877.200.2844 toll free, info@greenconciergetravel.com, www.greenconciergetravel.com
- END -
